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1. Introduction

This is the Executive Summary of the Design Concept Report for the Broadway Boulevard Improvement
Project from Euclid Avenue to Countyub Road. Thieroject is one of 35 improvements included in the
Regional Transportation Authority Plan, approved by Pima County voters in 2006. Improvements along
Broadway Boulevard from Euclid Avenue to Country Club Road are needed to create bettéy rauadil
access for all users including people driving, taking transit, riding a bicycle, or walking, regardless of their
ability. The original project called for widening Broadwagitghtlanes with dedicated transit lanes, bike
lanes and added sidewalkdn December 11, 2014 the RTA Board approved a revision to the definition of
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Ifigurel: Broadway

The total amount of funding allocated to the Project is $71.3 million. Approximately $42 million is provided
by the Regional Transportation Authority, with another $25 million from the 1997 Pima County
Transportation Bond Improvement Plan, andrBlion from the City of Tucson.

To ensure coordination during the planning and design phase, RTA and Pima County representatives

participated on the project Technical Advisory Committee. Guidance and decisions were provided by elected

officials and agencleaders at important key points, culminating in adoption of the Broadway Baseline
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2. Project Initiation

A contextsensitive design approach was employed to achieve a street design that complemented the
existingcommunity character of Broadway Boulevard. The design process was guided through a transparent
and open public process spearheadediy Broadway Balevard/ A G AT Sy Qa d¢whighivasC2 NO S
formulated to advise the Department of Transportation and the Mayor and Council on any modifications to
the 1989 Mayor and Council approveda®e roadway alignmenfhe CTF included thirteen members
representirg neighborhoods, business interest, special needs groups, regional users, the Tucson Planning
commission and the Tucson Citizens Transportation Advisory Committee. Togeth@mRhembers spent

over 150 hours in 37 public Task Force meetings, 5-srde communitywide meetings and 5 meetings

with business owners over a 3Bonth period.The CTF received and considered d&;d00public

comments from CTF meeting Calls to thedi®nce,communitymeetings, and via mail and email.

Figure2: Public Meetingt3 September 26, 2013Facilitated small groups at work

The CTF was charged by the Mayor and Council to evaluate alternatives and develop a stakeholder
supported recommendation regarding:

A Roadway width and location of widening to the north or south af gxisting street,

A Roadway crossection and streetscape designed for all users, and

A An overarching contexsensitive design addressing the relationship between the street and adjacent
development and uses.

Alignment Concept and Technical Design Parameters by the Tucson Mayor and City Council on June 9, 2015.

1 http://www.rtamobility.com/documents/pdfs/RTABOARD/2014/RTABeafd 412-11-Minutes.pdf
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¢tKS /¢CQa STT2NI A
department representatives that provided technical input related to various design considerations.
Alongside the TAC, the project sponsoring agentiesRegional Transportation Authority afidcson
Department of Transportatiomalso held a series of reviews to ensure the Broadway Boulevard
Improvement Project met the goals of the respective agencies and general public.

3. Existing Conditions

Land Use

Broadway Boulevard from Euclid Avenue to Country Club Road is predominatelgd@rcommercial and
office spaces. The majority of the study area, which includes several blocks north and south of Broadway
Boulevard, is single family residential homes,adiwith some clusters of multifamily and duplex housing.
F'a | YIFI22N) FILOU2NI Ay GKS tNRr2SOlQa RSaAdy:s NE |
including numerous eligible district contributetructures and some listed district contributstructures

among others. Relatedly, the Broadwstydy areaand immediately adjacent neighborhoodkso include

the Rincon HeightPie Allen, Sam Hughes, El Encanto, and Cefmiéna neighborhoods

Several citywide and neighborhood level planningr$ have identified Broadway Boulevaiat
improvement The Tucson General Plan encourages the Broadway Corridor to become ausexeatridor
served by frequent, higlquality transit service that links key activity centersstto downtown andeast to
El Con Mall and Reid PaFkiorities of surrounding neighborhoods have been defined in tlagiopted
Neighborhood Plans andclude connectivity between neighborhoods and srsakile commercial; limiting
GKS . NRIRgl &
neighborhood character and historically significant resources.
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. N2 Rgl & . 2 az-cBripiightdi-Ray cobtdirisTivednes: two travel laneand a bicycle lanin

each direction and aontinuouscenter leftturnlane2 A § K mn Q (2 hewidth of iNg réa8viay f | y S & 3
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YR NBYlIAya c nAeniekhRodeiviy tréngit®ns toMEane cross section from Stewart to

Country Club to match the siane cross section beyond the study aréhe roadway also includes bicycle

lanes on either side. Finally, there agoradic sidewalks along Broadway; however, the remaining-afjht

way is often dedicated to providing parking and access to adjacent businesses.

Trafficcounts taken in October 2014 show average daily traffic volumes of 30,200 between Euclid Avenue
and Campbell Avenue and 39,000 between Campbell Avenu€amdry Club Road. Large truck volumes
are very low, approximately 1% of total traffichere are dotal of 21 intersections within the study area

g panalized iereqionyagd spses pnpignaized tersegions SANIpeacopsaLe GIIBEEE 5 5 5 oy

unsignalized Intersectionsnd one of these, at Treat Avenue, Is a ile the five gnalize
intersections are coordinated during morning and evening peak, the HAWK lights aBewetal factors
contribute to morning and evening peak congestion including insufficient capacity at Campbell Avenue
intersection, interruptions of traffic prgression at HAWpedestrian/bicycle crossings, and buses blocking
the outside through lanes at transit stops where bus+ouils are not providedThe Tucson Police
Department provided historical crash data for January 2008 to December 2010. Duringribdt g4
crashes were reported. The highest number of accidents occurred at the Campbell Avenue intersection
Where,of the total 101 accidents, 41 were rear end collisions. Several factors contribute to the overall
safety conditions for travelers alongdtBroadway Corridoincluding intermittent congestion and the

. 2 dzt S @ NRsurdnd@ligg$éghidmoodsFabhd maiatdiring A y (i 2 nuinfdes of access points between the street and adjacent properties

Figure5: Looking towards downtown on Broadway Figure6: Looking towards the east on Broadway
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Transitridership along Broadway is the highest in the regidecording to the U.S. Census, the west side of properties along Broadway, particularly with respect to the future width of Broadway.
the study area has relativelydh transit use (up to 12% of residents in the surrounding areas commute by A Sustainability addresseenvironmental impacts of the futurstreet such as air quality, water use,
transit); however, the east side of the studyea has lower ridership. There are 16 stops (8 in each direction) and stormwater managemenin addition to the economic impacts.

along Broadway between Euclid Avenue and Country Club Road. During morning and evening peak periods A Planning and design processncouraged agency coordination and design efficiency
buses run on 10 minute headwayBiven its high transit ridershiBroadway was identdid in the 2006 RTA

. . . During the initial project development, the RTA articulated that jaroject design alternatives could not
Plan as a candidate for enhanced bus routes and potentially a modern streetcar alignment. g prol P Py g

reduce or diminish roadwafyinctionality for any travel mode. To that end, the CTF developed performance
Bicyclelanes are provided along Broadwiaythe study areahowever bicycle traffic may be characterizedas Y S| & dzNBad A 0K GKS 202SO0AGS 2F YSIadzaNAy3I GKS RSaa
low compared to other collector roadays and bicycle boulevard& contributing factor to this malye the between concepts; identifying possible penfeeincethresholds for key gals; and identifying tradeoffs

relatively poor condition of the facility and the high frequency of drive ways and side streets that reduces between various goal$Generally speakinthe performance measures can be categorizethb major topics:

safety for people bicycling along the CorridDespite the low bicycle traffialong Broadway, a relatively

) . ) A multimodal transportation access and mobilityncludingeach different mode of travel and ke
high percentage of study area residents commute by bidaeut 11%). P ¥ g y

elements upon which iprovements may be assessed;

Pedestrianactivity in the study area is very high. Approximately 35% of study area residents commute to A sense of placeimprovements to the public realm and its effects on community resource;
work by foot (32% more than the City of Tucson). Pedestrian activity along Broadway isthatgt A environmental and public healthenvironmental impacts of roadway alternatives;
highest in commerciareas and at HAWK crossings. Desihigerelatively high pedestrian traffic, the A economic vitality. impacts to corridor businesses and oak economic potential for the corridor;

conditions along Broadway vary significan8pmedeficiencies include missing sidewalks, close proximity to A and finally project cost
high speed traffic along walkways, undesignated walking spaces in parking areas, and lack of ADA ramps
Each of these deficiencies may reduce safety for people walking along the Broadway Corridor.

4. Planning and Scoping

Early in the development of the Broadway Boulevard Improvement ProjecCTiredrafted &ision

Statement for the future of Broadway bding frompublicinput that encouraged safe, multimodal travel

along Broadway; supported and improved economic vitality and improved community character; created an
attractive public realm; andverall balanced Broadway as a major connection to regigragnificant
destinations with local community needbhe Vision Statement was reviewed through commumniige

meetings and several CTF meetings, and was finalized in the Fall of 2013.

Several goal topics were articulated and used to identify trade@ta/éen various issues

A Neighborhoods and districtsidentifiesthe desirefor an improved visual charactéor Broadway
building from the existing character tiie unique and special placedong the street
A Buildings and site developmentecognizeshe value of preservingistoric resourcs, creating a scale
and mix of uses appropriate to the context, and the need to address parking demand and. supply
A Multimodal streetdesigna SS1a G2 oFflFyOS UGUNIYALRNIFGAZY Y2R :
Broadway. Generally, thismicludesthe needs of different travelers and baldang connectivity
between neighborhoods and the immediate district wiitywide and regionatonnectivity through
the studyarea.

A Rightof-way impacts encourages the improvemetdesign to consider impacts on buildings and
Figure7: Public Meeting #3 Performance Measure Handout
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